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- Majfter, 1am now ina Peck 
of Troubles, and come to 
thee for Advice. 

Squabble fometimes, T'll Amit 

Honeft Country-man, Come tell 


Conntry-s 


obf, Tho’ we 
thee what I can, 


your Cafe. 
yo ee [ am Summon’d before a Suffice of 


on the Complaint of fome Servants of 
ae oh {ay | have Broke Articles with them. 
Obf. What were your Articles ? es 
Country-m. 1 agreed with them for their Work, 
and their Waze:. And there is no Difpate betwixt 
Us as to That. 
obf. About what then ? ae 
Country-m. They liv’d at the Beginnirg very 
Peaceably and Well, and fubmicted to the Rules 
and Cuffom: of the Femily, without any Grudgirg. 
Aud tho’ I keep a Great Farm, and Employ sma- 
ny Servants, yet I can fay it, no Family in the 
Coyrty was in Better Order, with more Love and 
Kindnefs among our felves, than mine. é 
But at laft, fome of my Servants grew Peevifh. 
_ They faid, That the Colour of the Cloaths | was to 
Give thein, not. being Expre/s'din the Articles, 
they won’d no longer Wear that Colour they had 
Worn before. Nay, they found Fault with the Co- 
lowe and Shape of my own Cloaths, And faid, That 
neither 1, my Wife or Children fhou’d Wear /uch, 


» asWe always bad done Before. They faid it was an 


Offence to Them to fee it, tho’ upon OUR Backs ! 
And not being Expref'd in the Articles with 
Therm, they were not Oblig’d to Bear with it. 
And that our Wearing fuch fort of Cloaths, was 
an Inpofition upon Them, and Putting NEW Arti- 
les upon Them, which were not in’our firft 4- 
grecment. 

Then they Quarrel'd with the Hours always 
us’d in the Family for Meal-Time, and going to 


Bed, and for Shutting wp the Doors. They faid ic 





Was Sxfpetting their Honefty, not to let them fit up 
“# all Nigh, if they Pleas’d, and to Keep the Keys 


of the Houfe. Te was. mdking Perfect Slaves of 
ther, because not othe in their Articles. 

Then chey Broke oft from our Family- Prayers, 
which I always ufe, every Might: and 2Zorning. 
They faid they did noc Like them. 

Of. What fort of Prayers doyou ufe ? 

Country-m, A’ Good old Prayer, one for Morn- 
ing, and anges for Evening, which Ke ea 
an.) Grasd-Father before him Always Us'd. And 
feveral Divineshave feen it, and fay it isan ‘Ex- 
cellenc Prayer. And fo thefe Servants Of mine 
thovght, and found no Fault for a long time. 
But now fay, That itis a Nafly POPISH Prayer. 
Avid that they can make Begrer themfelves. And 
that They ought to make Prayers in the Family, as 
weilas I. 


fhen fome of them.fayy That { muft not 


all a; 
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Sing a Pfalm. That Singing is Foolifh. Others fay, 
I may Sing, but I mult not Sing WELL, or Bet- 
ter than They, but after the fame Scurvy manner 
that They do, like the Creeking of their Carts. 

They fay, They will not have the Head of the 
Table in my Hail (where I ufeto fay Prayers to 
my Family) ftand towards the Window, but put 
in the Adidale of the Hall. “And 100 fuch like 
Freakifh things. They will not let my Weather- 
Cock ftand upon my Afoufe, becaufe there is a 
Crofs upon it, Pointing to the 4 Winds, which 
they fay is Popery or Witch-Craft ! And they fay, 
Is there any thing in our Articles obliging Us to 


‘Weather-Cocks ? 


Therefore they fay, That all thefe things are 
Impofing New Conaitions of Service upon them: 
And they Railat me, asa Perfect Tyrant, becaufe 
I will not Pleafe my Servants, and Purchafe the 
Peace of my Family, by giving up fuch Indifferent 
things. Tho it wou'd Highly Di/gu/ all the Reft, 
and Bef Part of my Family. 

Obf. Which Indifferentthings ? Do they Name 
them ? So that if you Grant fuch and fuch to 
them, they will Return to their Duty, and live 
Orderly in the Family. 

Country-m. No, They will not Name ANT, 
fo as to be Concluded, if fuch be Granted. This 1 
have often Pre/s’d uponthem; And that I wou’d 
Comply with them, as Far as Poflible, not Quite to 
Ruin my Family. 

Obf. What Anfwer do they give? Do they 
Plainly fay, That Nothing will Content them ? 

Country-m. They Demand of me, _iffenters 
That I'wou’d Abate fuch things only, Anfwertothe 
and ALL SUCH, as are Acknow- fe + gi 
ledge by my felf to be Indiffe- © re eh 

Obf. All fuch'! That is Plainly faying, that 
Nothing will Content them. It is to Bid youGive up 
the Government of your Houfe Entirely into their 
Hands. For there are but 3 fort of thingsin the 
World, Good, Bad, and Indifferent. TheGOOD 
Oblige by their own Nature, and the Command of 
GOD. The EVIL are by the fame Forbidden, 
and your Children or Servants are Oblig’d not to 
Obey you, if you fhou’d Command them. So that it 
is the INDIFFERENT only whereto yourAuthe- 
a! Reaches. And if you Cannot Command in 
INDIFFERENT things, you can Command in 


‘NOTHING at all. Whatfort of a ALsffer of a 


Family is it, who has no Authority in the Leaft 


‘INDIFFERENT thing? And what fort of Con- 


{cience is that, which will not Obey his A4sfter, 
for no other Reafon, but becaufe he Commands 
him to do fomething that. is Indifferent! And 
which he Declares he wou’d be free to do, if he 
were not fo Commanded r i 


Country-m. 





REHEARSAL 
Of Obfervator, &c. 


the Cafe, *twixt the Church of England, amd the Diffenters. That 
England Impofes vo Term of .Communion , bat that of the 






















































-— Countiyzm. Bot ts not Every. Indiferent thing 
that 1 Comiiand, 4 New Article. betwixt AE 

and my Servanr ? For that is the Point that I 
am Concern’d in. My Servants fay, They are 
Oblig’d to Nothing but what is Exprefsd in the 
Avtides betwixt Us. And that E¥erf thing I 
bid them do; except the Particular Work tor 
which Each did Stipxlarc,isimpofing New Terms 
and Conditions of Service upon them. 

Obf. But-there are JAZPLY’D Conditions in all 
Service, as that a Se*vantsfhall Live Regularly and 
Orderly in the Famity, anid Obey the Redfonableand” 
Fut Corsmands of his Adafter; And fuffer him to 
Gevern in his own Houfe. And thefe cannot be 
Exprofs'd, more’ than every fingle At of Duty, 
’ewixt Husband and Wife, Parents and Children, 
King and Subjet, a General and his Army, or the 
Ciuich and her AZembers. 

Country-n:- Then by that Kule, the Ciurch may 
fay to her ALembersyasa Mafter to his Servants, 
you muft Live Orderlyin. my Hoxfe, And Obey 
Mein all Indifferent things. And yet, That none 
of thefe Indifferent things are uny Articles or Con- 
dition of Communion with her. 

Obf: Right. For that cannot be call’d a Con- 
dition of Consimunion in any Particwlar Church, 
which is an Jniply'd Condition in all Cfurches, tho’ 
Oppofite to One Another. Nay, in all Societies 
whatfoever, whether fers, Turks, or Pagans, that 
is, To Live Soberly, and Cinform to the Innocent 
RULES and ORDERS of the Sociery. That can- 
not Diftinguifh One Society from Another, which 
is Common to all Societies, 

Therefore, When any Man has a mind to 
Come in to any Family or Society, or to any 
Church; And Inquires what are the Conditions 
Of Consaunion there Requir’d ? The Meaning is, 
What Conditions that are Particular to that 
Church, and not us’d Elfewhere, And which will 
be Requir'd of him to Profe/s, upon his Aa- 
miffion. 

And of this fort I know None in the Church 
of England, but the Apofiles Creed, which is Ree 
quir'd at Baptifm. 

Country-m. Do's any Chriftian Church Require 
more ? 

Obf. Yes. If you were to be Reconcil’d to the 
Church of Rome, you muft Subfcribe the Creed of 
Pope Pixs 1V. which Includes the 12 New Articles 
of Trewt, which that Council Added to the 
Twelve Articles of the Apoftles Creed, And with- 
cut this you would not be Receiv’d. Therefore 
they make Thefe Properly Terms of Commu- 
20. 

Countyy-m. But what then are our 39 Articles, 
Canons, and Honulies 2 Are not thefe Terms of 
Communion with Us ? 

Oif. No. Vhey are Requir’d only from the 
Clergy. As a Teft of their Doétrin ; That they 
may all Teach the fame thing; And to Prevent 
Various and Evronious Opinions PREACH’D ae 
moug the People, to their Diftrattion. No fuch 
Subfcriptions are Ask’d from any Lay-Aan. 

And in all Charches and Societies there are other 
7 ¢fts Requir’d trom the Officers, who are Entruft- 

ed with the Affairs of the Society, than from the 
Common Members. 

Country-m. Let me add another thing.’ Thefe 
Indifferent things about which the Diffenters make 
fuch a Stir, were not Jmpos’d On Them, as Terms 
of Communion, for they were Fixt and Eftablifh’d 
before they Broke of from the Church ; And 
were Comply’d with by Them, as well as Others. 
Therefore when they Broke off on that Account, 
they made thefe Indifferent things the Terms of 
their Separation ; But they were never Made by 
the Church any Terms of Communion. Nor are 
at this Day. But the Diffenters Quarrel with 
them, becaufe they can find no other Caxfe of 
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narrel, that is, indeed, No t all. For an. 
yet ever held, That an Indifferent thin 
Sufficient Ground to Embroil a Church ot ‘ 

Lét fuch a Principle into an Army, wh — 
Work woud it make? It wou’d be like thee 
low at Borhwel-Bridge, a Covenanter, Who at } be 
cifing, never Bidg'd a Foot at the Word of Comms 
to the Right, Left, or About, but ftood Nb 
like a Stake; And when his Captain bad big. 
Mind, he faid, No, he did not Approve of i 
Way of Exercife. Why ? faid the Captain, Be 
caufe, faid he, dt is a Set-Form. And we., 
Fiyhting againtt See-Forms. 

But i'll cell you ftranger than all this, to Py. 
fie my Story, fome of thefe Servants of Mine 
who willnot come to my Family- Prayers, ofr 
me tocome as oft as I will, provided | Gi, 
them Twelve-pence a Time. And yet they Pretend 
Conjcience in the Cafe ! 

And more than this ftill, They Plead ix 9s 
their Right’ And are juft now in Up-rear abou 
my Ears, becaufe I will not Fee them to come to” 
Prayers, and make them Stewards and Overfeers of 
my Bufinefs, Equal with my own Children, and 
my other Servants, who have Always Behay4 
themfelves Faithfully and Dutifully towards mm: 
And who have more than Once fav’d my Litt 
and Preferv’d my Hoxfe from thefe fame Diffnng 
and Confcientious Part of my Family!’ Who, be. 
fore this, have been often in Arms againit me. 
And Join’d with a Neighbour POPISH Family, to 
Invade my HOUSE, Invited them in, and mg. 
nag d their War againft me, by their Advice and 
Afiftance ; And betwixt them Both, in my 
Grand-Father’s time, they fet Fire to the Hele, 
and Burnt it down to the Ground ; after havigy 
firft taken him out, and Cut off his Azad at his 
own Gate, Striptmy Mother ftark Naked, and 
turn’d her out of Doors; fet a Price upon m 
Father's Head, who Efcap’d ; And Dis-Inberica 
Him, and all his Race. Till falling out amon 
Themfelves, about Dividing the Spoil, he, after 
long time, Recover’d-his own again, by the 
Help of thofe Servants who Remain’d Faithfulto 
him, and were Perfecuted, and Torn in Pieces,and 
many of them AZurder’d by the Others who were 
in Rebelion. Whom my Father Pardon’d; An 
Reftor’d to his Favour, and to their Former Places, 
and Trufted the Government of his Family in theit 
Hands Again! To the General Difguft of his 
Faithful Servants, who had fpent their Blood,and 
Los all that they had in his Defence. a 

Obf. 1 fuppofe then that thefe Nem Pardon'd 
Rebels, and fo Highly Rewarded and Favour'd too, 
were very Thankful and Fuithful to your Faker 
afterwards. 

Country. m. They made all the Proteftations of 
it, and took God to Witnefs, &c. But all the while 
were Plotting againft him; Till at laft, he was 
Forc’d to Fle for his Life, or they wou'd have 
ferv’d him as they had done his Father ! And now 
they wou’d have me put my felf Teo in Their ne 
And are not Content with my Giving them fu 
Liberty to go their own way, to keep Conventicles 
of their own, where they Pleafe even in my own 
Houfe, and to Join with the Family in Prayers, of 
not, as they think fic ; But they will have Power 
too, and the Keys of the Hoxfe Truftcd with 
Them! They fay, It is their Right ! And that 
no Difference ought to be Puc ’twixt Them and 
the other Servants. Or any thing Remember’d of 
what they did Before. That they are Spireful and 
Mal:cious People who do it, and have nO Mod: 
der ation | 

Obf. .\’m fure they have little Caution ! Crimes 
Pardon’d ought not indeed to be Remember’d, by 
way of Punifhbment. But if they make not Meu 
Wifer, and Know better whom to Tru/!; There 
is little ufe of Aiffory or Experience. 
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Londen, Printed and Sold by the Bookfellers of London and Wefiminfter, 1704. 
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